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ADVERTISEMENT. 
| Was induced to draw up 


an account of Kenir- 


woRTH CASTLE, to ſatisfy the 
inquiries of ſeveral of my 
Friends who came to ſee it; 
and have been prevailed upon 
to enlarge and print it, from 
their thinking it might afford 
ſome information to the many 
Strangers who viſit the ruins. 
If it in any degree does this, 
my intention will be fully 
anſwered. 

I have principally followed 
DucpDaLE as far as he goes, 


A 3 and 


1 


** 
_ 


0. -} 

| and have made ſome conſider- 
| able extracts from his Book. 
1 The ſubſequent part of the 
Hiſtory, I have endeavoured 
to render authentic, by taking 


Pains to procure all the in- 
formation in my power. 


It may not be improper to 
add, as it muſt afford ſome ſatiſ- 
faction to the Charitable and 
Humane, that the whole pro- 
fits ariſing from the ſale of the 
Book, will be applied to the 
relief of ſuch Poor Objects as 


ſeem moſt to ſtand in need of 


Aſſiſtance. 


KENILWORTH CASTLE. 


FXAKXKA ENILWORTH CASTLE, 
Ar K 4. (which for its former magnifi- 
op e Ccnce, or the beauty of it's re- 
E maining ruins, has few equals in 
the Kingdom) was built about the year 1120, 
by Geoffry de Clinton a Norman, who was 
Lord Chamberlain and Treaſurer to King 
Henry the firſt, of whom he obtained a grant 


of Lands for this purpoſe. 


There was formerly a more ancient Caſtle 
in this Pariſh, ſituated in the woods oppoſite 
Stoneleigh Abbey; but it had been demoliſh- 

n ed 
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ed in King Edmund's wars with the Danes, 


long before the foundations of thepreſent 
Caſtle were laid. | 


The Square Tower, on the right hand as 
you enter by the great Gate-houſe from 
the Village, which is commonly (though 
improperly) called Cæſar's Tower, was o- 
riginally, probably the whole of the Caſtle. 
It was intended, at the ſame time to ſerve 
as an Habitation and a place of ſecurity, 
amidſt the rage of fuedal anarchy. Indeed 
it ſeems from the ſolidity of the walls, (part 
of which are more than fixteen feet thick) 
to be better adapted to the latter purpoſe 
than the former. The three ſides that remain 
of this part, though built more than fix 
hundred and fifty years ago, are almoſt per- 


fectly intire ; the wall on the north fide was 


taken down in order to fell the materials, 
in the time of the Commonwealth. 


The Monaſtery near the Church, (the Gate- 
way and part of the Chapel of which are 
ſtill remaining) was founded by the ſame 
Geoffry de Clinton, who endowed it with 
large Eftates, and various privileges; parti- 


cularly, a tenth part of all the eatables that 
were brought into the Caftle, and a right 


to 
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to fiſh in the Pool, with boats and nets, 
AY Thurſday. 


The Caftle continued many years in the 
Clinton Family; (though it appears to have 
been garriſoned for the King, in the reigns 
of Henry the ſecond and King John) and 
was afterwards fold to Henry the third, by 
the Grandſon of the Founder, who died 
without Children. 


f This Monarch in 1242 new built the outer 
{ wall on the ſouth ſide towards the Pool; 
ö he likewiſe ornamented the Chapel, and made 


a Royal Seat in it for himſelf and his Queen; 
but he did not long continue to make this 
the place of his refidence, for about two 
years. afterwards, he made Simon Montfort 
Earl of Leiceſter, (to whom he had given 
his Siſter in marriage) Governor of it. 


- The woods about it at this time were fo 
thick, that they became a ſhelter to thieves 
and out-laws, to the great annoyance of 
travellers ; for whoſe ſafety, fix acres in 
breadth was ordered to be cut down on the 
road from Coventry to Warwick. 


Montfort 
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Montfort notwithſtanding the favours he 
had received from the King, excited the 
Barons by his inſiduous arts, into a rebel- 
hon againft his Benefactor : He was at firſt 
fucceſsful, and gained a great victory againſt 
the royaliſts, near Lewis in Suſſex, in the 
year 1264 : But in the year following, he 
was totally defeated by Prince Edward, in 
the decifive battle of Eveſham, which prov- 
ed fatal to himſelf and his party: He was 
flain there, and the remains of his army fled 
to Kenilworth, and were gladly received by 
young Montfort. But the King marching 
with his victorious troops to beſiege the 
Caſtle; Montfort went privately to France, 
in order to obtain aſſiſtance from his uncle, 
to ſupport his friends. He left Henry de 
Haſtings, Governor during his abſence, who 
gallantly defended; the Caſtle for fix months, 


againſt the King's forces. But at length the 


garriſon being in great want of proviſions, 
and ſeeing no probability of young Mont- 
fort's being able to bring them any aſſiſtance, 
they were obliged to capitulate. 


Stone Balls, ſixteen inches in diameter, 
ſuppoſed to have been thrown with engines 
in this fiege, are mentioned by Cambden to 
have been dug up in his time, 


The 
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The King's attention was not wholly taken 
up during the fiege with military affairs; 
he gave his Niece in marriage here, to the 
Duke of Brunſwick; and the Queen and her 
Ladies, came from Windſor and honoured 
the camp with their company on that oc= 
caſijon. | 


A ſhort time before the Caſtle furrender- 
ed, the celebrated decree called Didtum de 
Keniluorth, was made here, by twelve per- 
ſons, Biſhops and Peers, choſen by the King. 
It was done, in order to ſoften the ſeverity 
of the Parliament holden at Wincheſter, 
which had entirely confiſeated the eftates of 
the Rebels and their adherents ; inftead of 
which, this decree ſentenced them only to a 
pecuniary fine. 


But to return to the Caſtle, which by this 
means coming again into the hands of the 
Crown, the King, in 1267, granted it to 
Edmond his younger Son, whom he created 
Earl of Leiceſter at the battle of Eveſham, 
and Earl of Lancaſter two years aſterwards. 


The Pool, had at this time two mills ſtand- 
ing upon it, and was about half a mile long, 


and a quarter of a mile broad. 
5 1 In 
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In 1279, there was a great reſort of noble 

perſons to this Caſtle, confiſting of an hundred 

Knights and as many Ladies, who formed 

a round table ; (a cuſtom: of great antiqui- 

ty to prevent diſputes about preceedency.) 

Many Noblemen from foreign. Countries 

came here on the occaſion, and ſpent a 

_ week with the Knights and Ladies in Feaſt- 

ing, Martial Tournaments, dancing, and o- 

jj ther amuſements. And fo very diſtant from 

our ideas of luxury, were our forefathers in 

i. thoſe days, that an hiſtorian has thought it a 

thing worthy of recording, that the Ladies 

who attended this feſtivity were clothed in 

1 Silken Mantles. Roger Mortimer Earl of 

i March, was the principal er of this 
Wl» entertainment. 


The Caſtle continued unintruptedly in the 
poſſeſſion of Edmond's Succeſſors, till the 
reign of Edward the ſecond; when another 
rebellion proved as fatal. to the owner, as 


the former one had done to his predeceſſor 
Lord Leiceſter. 


The unbounded prodigality, with which 
the King laviſhed riches and honours; on 
his favorites the two Spencers, excited the 
murmurs of his ſubjects; and in that warlike 


K ENILVORTH CASTLE. 7 


age, diſcontent was quickly ſollowed by op- 
poſition: They flew to their arms and were 
headed by the Earl of Lancaſter. But it 
was to his title, not his abilities, that he 
owed a command, he appears to have been 
by no means equal to. He retreated beſore 
the King till he was met by a body of forces 


that were ſtationed in the north; his retreat 


being by this means cut off, he was obliged 
to fight; and in endeavouring to force a 
way through his oponents, was taken priſon- 
er, and after a ſhort trial, executed near 
one of his own Caſtles at Pontefract in York- 
ſhire, and his party was diſperſed. Many 


of their Leaders retired to the Court of 


Charles the Fair, King of France, where 
meeting with Queen Iſabella of England; who 
was incited to oppoſe her huſband from her 
hatred to the Spencers, they formed a dange- 
rous conſpiracy againſt King Edward: And 
on their return to England with a conſider- 


able force, they were joined by the Barons, 
and almoſt the whole Kingdom, 


The unfortunate Edward was obliged to 
ſeek for ſafety in flight ; he left his Palace 
and retired to Briſtol, where he got on 
board a Ship, and attempted to ſteer for 
Ireland, but being driven by contrary winds 


ON 
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on the coaſt of Wales, he was taken, and 
brought priſoner to Kenilworth Caſtle. 


The ſubſequent hiſtory of this unfortunate 
Monarch, is truly diſmal. He was depoſ- 
ed by Parliament, and his Son, Edward the 
third declared King. From Kenilworth, he 
was removed to Berkeley Caftle, where, after 


having been carried to Corfe Caſtle, and 


various parts of the Kingdom, he was 
brought back again, and murdered in a 
moſt cruel way, at the inſtigation of the 
Queen, and her favourite, Mortimer. 


In 1327, Henry, Brother to the late Earl, 
was by Edward the third, reſtored to the 
Earldoms of Lancaſter and Leiceſter, this 
Caſtle, and all his Brother's eſtates. His 
Son, was afterwards in the ſame reign, creat- 
ed Duke of Lancaſter. But he dying with- 
out male iſſue, and leaving only two Daugh- 
ters, John of Gaunt, fourth Son to King 
Edward the third, married one of them, 
and obtained this Caſtle for her dower ; and 
the King afterwards gave him the Dukedom 
of Lancaſter. 


He greatly enlarged the Caſtle, by adding 
various buildings to it; particularly the 
Tower 
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Tower with three ſtories of arches, at the 
north end of the Hall; and he very much 
encreaſed the firength of it, by adding 1 tur- 
rets to the outer walls. 


He died in 1399, and leaving iſſue Henry, 
ſurnamed Bolinbroke, (from the place of his 
birth) who was afterwards Henry the fourth, 
this Cafile came a third time into the hands 
of the crown, and continued fo through 
ſeveral ſucceſſive reigns. 


Henry the ſeventh, united it to the Duke- 
dom of Cornwall ; and his Son Henry the 
cighth, was at a conſiderable expence, in re- 
pairing and ornamenting it. He removed 
the Pleaſam en Marais (apparently a building 
for little parties of pleaſure) from the low 
marſhy ground where it ſtood, to where the 
remains of it now are, within the walls near 
the ſwan Tower. 


It deſcended after his death, regularly to 
his Son Edward the fixth, Queen Mary, 
and her Sifter Elizabeth; who in 1363, 
granted it with all the Royalties, to Robert 
Dudley, third Son of the Duke of Nor- 
thumberland, who the ſoon afterwards creat- 
ed Earl of Leiceſter. 

It 
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It is to this haughty Favorite, that Kenil- 


worth owes the ſummit -of its grandeur. 
He, in 1571; erected the magnificent pile 


of buildings, on the ſouth ſide of the inner 
court, which bears his name, and the great 
Gate-houſe on the north ; which he made 
the principal entrance, and changed the 
front of the Caſtle, which before was to- 
wards the Lake. He likewiſe built a Tower 


at each end of the tilt yard, from whence 


the Ladies had an opportunity of ſeeing the 
noble diverſion of tilting and barriers; and 
greatly enlarged the Lake, the Chaſe, and 
the Parks, which now extended over near 
twenty miles of country. He is ſaid to 
have expended fixty thouſand pounds (an 
immenſe ſum in thoſe days) in theſe mag- 
nificent improvements. 


As we are now come to the period, when 
Kenilworth was in its glory, it will be right 
to look round, and contemplate the beau- 
ties of this magnificent pile of Building, 


The great Gate-houſe, (now walled up, 
and made a Farm-houſe of) is the firſt thing 
that ſtrikes the eye; then the outer walls 
of free ſtone flanked with Towers, two 
ſides of which were defended by a deep 


ditch 
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ditch filled with the waters of the Lake, 
the other two by the Lake itſelf * Now 
entering the Caſtle, you are ſtruck with the 
ſolid greatneſs of Cæſar's Tower, the fize and 
diſpoſition of the three kitchens beyond it, 
the firength of Lancaſter's buildings, the 
noble Hall, 86 feet long and 45 feet wide, 
the entrance and windows of which ſtill bear 
teſtimony of its former grandeur. You now 
proceed through the White-hall, the preſence 
chamber, the privy chamber, to the elegant 
pile of buildings Lord Leicefter erected for 
the recption of Queen Elizabeth. Here you 
are ſtruck with the ſplendour and magni- 
ficence of the different appartments, orna- 
mented with a profufion of carving and 


guilding. A ſmall ſpecimen of which may 


{till be ſeen in the Farm-houſe, where one 
of the rooms under the Gate-way, 1s fitted 
up with an elegant chimney piece, and an 
oak wainſcot, that were formerly the furni- 
ture of a part of theſe buildings: Dudley's 
Lobby, and King Henry's Lodgings com- 
plete the circuit of the inner court, and bring 
you to the ſquare Tower you ſet out from. 
Every thing had an air of nobleneſs and magni- 
ficence, that ſpoke the greatneſs of the owner. 


See the annexed Plan, taken from Dugdale. 


B « Here 
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« Here in July 1575, having compleated 
| te all things for her reception, Lord Leice- 
If 56 ſter entertained Queen Elizabeth for the 
| 
| 


© ſpace of ſeventeen days, with exceſhve 
* coſt, and a variety of delightful} thews ; 
* as may be ſeen at large in a ſpecial diſ- 
A ** courſe thereof, then printed, and entitled, 
% The PRINCELY PLEASURES of 
1 *© KRENILWORTH CASTLE. At her 
1 * firſt entrance, there was a floating Iſland 

| upon the Pool, bright blazing with torches ; 
Will: * upon which clad in filks were the Lady 
1 * of the Lake, and two Nymphs waiting 
1 * on her; who, made a ſpeech to the 
l: Queen in metre, of the antiquity and 
mn * owners of the Caſtle; which was cloſed 
| * with cornets and loud muſic. | Within the 

ith ** baſe-court there was a very goodly bridge 
| «« ſet up, of twenty feet wide and ſeventy 
© feet long, over which the Queen did paſs. 
© On each fide thereof were Poſts erected, 
** with preſents upon them unto her, by the 
“Gods, viz. A cage of wild Fowl by Silvants ; 
1 * ſundry rare fruits, by Pomona; of corn, 
1 &© by Ceres ; of wine, by Bachus ; of ſea fiſh, 
| «© by Neptune; of all the habiliments of war, 


* Written by Gaſcoign, an attendant on the Court, and a 
Poet, It is printed in the laſt Edition of his Poems. 0 


| | ; . 
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by Mars; and of mufical iuſtruments, by 
Apollo, And for the ſeveral days of her 
ſtay, various rare ſports and ſhews were 
there exerciſed, wiz. in the chaſe, a ſavage 
man, with Satyrs; bear-baitings, fireworks, 
Italian tumblers, a country bridal, with 
running at the quintin, and morris-danc- 
ing. And that there might be nothing 
wanting, that theſe parts could afford ; 
hither came the Coventry men, and acted 


. the ancient play, long fince uſed in that 


City called HOCKS-TUESDAY, 
ſetting forth the deſtruction of the Danes 
in King Ethelred's time ; with which the 
Queen was ſo well pleafed, that the gave 


them a brace of bucks, and five marks 


in money to bear the.charges of of a feaſt, 


* Beſides all this he had upon the Pool, 
a Triton, riding on a Mermaid eighteen 
feet long; as alſo an Arion on a; Dolphin, 
with rare muſic. And to honour this 
entertainment the more, there were then 
Knighted here Sir Thomas Cecil; Son and 
Heir to the Lord Treaſurer, Sir Henry 
Cobham, brother to Lord Cobham, Sir 
Francis Stanhope, and Sir Thomas Treſham. 


| B 2 8: ha 
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*The coſt and expence of this entertain- 
ment may be gueſſed at, by the quantity 
*© of beer then drank, which amounted to 
* three hundred and twenty hodgſheds of 


* the ordinary ſort, as I have been credi- 
* bly inſormed. | 


* Shortly after which, viz. the year next 
_ * enſuing, Lord Leiceſter obtained by grant 
** of the ſaid Queen, a weekly Market here 
** Upon the Wedneſday, and a fair W 
on Midſummer Day.“ 


- Lord Leicefter left this Caſtle and eſtate 
by his will, to his Brother Ambroſe Earl of 
Warwick for his life, and aſter his death, to 
Sir Robert Dudley; who he did not then 
think proper to ſtile his lawful Son. 


The Earl of Warwick dying about a year 
afterwards, Sir Robert came into poſſeſſion 
of them; and determined to-prove his ligiti- 
macy, and aſſert his claim to his Father's 
titles. The caſe was this, Lord Leiceſter 
privately married the widow of Lord Shef- 
field, by whom he had this Son; but being 
apprehenſive that the Queen would diſaprove 
of his marriage, it was never made public; 
chis the Earl afterwards baſely took advantage 

of, 
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of, and married Lady Eſſex (whom he fell 
violently in love with) though the Lady 
Sheffield was ſtill living; and ſhe (Lady Eſſex) 
had intreſt enough, after his death to ohtain 
a decree in the Star-chamber by which all 
Sir Robert Dudley's proceedings to prove 
his Father's prior marriage with the Lady 
Sheffield, (which he had nearly accompliſh- 
ed) were put a ſtop to, as a ſentence in his 
favour muſt greatly have reflected on Lady 
Eſſex's character. Sir Robert now determined 


to leave a country where he had met with 
ſuch undeſerved ill treatment, and ſoon af- 


ter went abroad and ſettled in Italy. His 
great learning, and other rare endowments, 
raiſed him very high in the favour and e- 
ſteem of the grand Duke of Tuſcany, and 
the Emperor Ferdinand the ſecond, who in 
1620, created him a Duke; whereupon he 
was generally called Duke of Northumberland, 
which title his Grand- father bore till he for- 
feited it by attainder, in the reign of Queen 
Mary. His (Sir Robert's) wife was the 
Ducheſs Dudley, whoſe name is recorded 
in the Church as a conſiderable Benefactreſs 
to this Pariſh, His abſence, gave his enemies 
at home, an opportunity of raiſing à falſe 
clamour againſt him, and they procured a 
ſummons under the Privy Seal for his return; 


B 3 but, 
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but, he not complying with it, his Caftle 
and Eſtates were ſeized for the King's Uſe, 
by the ſtatute of fugitives, The following 
ſurvey of them was then taken, which I have 
ſubjoined as it ſhews the magnificence of 
the Caſtle at that time. It is copied from 
Dugdale. 


The Caſtle of Kenilworth Atuate on a 
Rock. 


1* The circuit thereof within the walls 
containeth ſeven acres, upon which (the walls) 
the walks are ſo ſpacious and fair, that two 
or three perſons together, may walk upon 
moſt places thereof. 


24 The Caſtle with the fur Gate-houſes, 


all built of free ſtone hewen and cut, the 
walls in many places ten and fiſteen feet 


in thickneſs, ſome more, ſame leſs, the leaſt 
four fect, i 


34 The Caſtle and four Gate-houſes, all 
covered with lead, whereby it is ſubje& to 
no other decay but the glaſs, through the 


extremity of the weather, 


* 
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4h The rooms of great ſtate within the 
ſme, and ſuch as are able to receive his 
Majeſty, the Qneen, and Prince at one time; 
built with as much uniformity and conve- 
niency as any houſes of later times; and with 
ſuch ftately cellars all carried upon pillars, 
and architecture of free ſtone carved and 
wrought, as the like are not within this 


Kingdom, and alfo all * houſes for of- 
fices anſwerable. 


gth There lyeth about the ſame in chaſes 
and parks, twelve hundred pounds per an- 
num ; nine hundred whereof are grounds 
for pleaſure, the reſt in meadow and paſture 
thereunto adjoining, Tenants and Freeholders, 


6th There joineth upon this ground, a 
park like ground called the King's wood, 
with fifteen ſeveral coppices lying altogether, 
containing ſeven hundred and eighty nine 
acres within the fame, which in the Earl of 
Leiceſter's time were ftored with red deer, 
fince which the deer have ftrayed, but the 
ground is in no ſort blemiſhed, having great 
Kore of timber and other trees of much 
value upon the ſame. 
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7th There runneth through the ſaid grounds 
by the walls of the Caſtle, a fair pool con- 
taining one hundred and eleven acres, well 
ſtored with fiſh and wild fowl; which at 


pleaſure is to be let round about the Caſtle. 


8th In timber and woods upon the ground, 
to the value (as hath been offered) of twenty 
thouſand pounds, (having a convenient time 
to remove then:) which to his Majeſty. in 
the ſurvey, are valued at eleven thouſand 
ſeven hundred and twenty two pounds, which 
proportion in a like meaſure, is held in all 
the reſt upon the other values to his Majeſty, 


9m The circuit of the Caſtle, Mannors, 
Parks, and Chaſe, lying round together, 
contain at leaft nineteen or twenty miles, in 
a pleaſant country ; the like both for ſtrength, 
Rate, and pleaſure, not being within the realm 
of England, 


Toth Theſe lands have been ſurveyed by 
Commiſſioners from the King, and the Lord 
Privy-ſeal, with directions from his Lordſhip 
to find all things under their true worth, 
and upon the oath of jurors, as well Free- 
holders as cuſtomary Tenants; which courſe 
being held by them, are notwithſtanding 

ſurveyed 
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ſurveyed and returned at thirty eight thou- 
ſand five hundred and fifty four pounds, 
fifteen ſhillings. 


Out of which, for Sir Robert Dudley's 
contempt there is to be deducted, ten thou- 
ſand pounds, and for the Lady Dudley's 
jointure, which is without impeachment of 
waſte, whereby. the may fell all the woods; 
which by the ſurvey amount to eleven thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and twenty two pounds, 
The total of the ſurvey ariſeth as followeth. 


„unn 


In Land- 16431. 9 © 
In Woods - 11722. 2. 0 
The Caſtle - 10401. 4 © 


4 | Total , 38884 16+. 0 * 


ö | His Majeſty hath herein the mean profits 
9 ol the Caſtle and premiſes through Sir Robert 
Dudley's contempt, during liſe, or his Ma- 


* As the woods in this ſurvey are valued at only 11,21. 
which had been offered 20, oool. for, and the ſame proportion 
obſerved in the Caftle and eftates ; the whole therefore inſtead 
of 38,5 f4l. as valued at in the eſtimate muſt have been worth 
65, 80l. and even this ſeems too ſmall a ſum, as Lord Leiceſter 
bad fo lately expended 60,900], here, 
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jeſty's pardon, the reverſion in fee being i in 
the Lord Privy-ſcal.” 


Prince Henry (eldeſt Son to James the 
firſt) was very fond of this Caftle, which 
was then looked upon as the moſt noble 
and magnificent thing in the interiour parts 
of the Kingdom. But as he was not ſatisfied 
with the title by which he held it, he pre- 
vailed on Sir Robert Dudley, to make over 
his right in it to him, which he agreed to 
do for the ſum of fourteen thouſand five 
hundred pounds; but, the Prince dying ſoon 
after, the money was never paid. Never- 
theleſs Prince Charles took poſeſſion of it 
as heir to his Brother, and obtained a grant 
out of the Exchequer for four thouſand 


pounds to Sir Robert Dudley s Wife, in lieu 
of her jointure, He kept it till he came to 


the crown ; but in the firſt year of his reign, 
he granted i it to Robert Carey Earl of Mon- 
mouth, Lord Carey his eldeſt Son, and 
Thomas Carey, Eſq: It continued in their 
hands, during the reign of King Charles; 
but after his death, Oliver Cromwell gave 
the whole Manor to ſeveral of his Officers ; 
who tripped and partly demolithed the Caſtle, 
drained the Lake, cut down the woods, 
and deftroyed the Parks and Chafe ; they 

devided 


7 KENILWORTH CASTLE. 21 


divided the land into farms, which they con- 

A tinued to hold, till the reſtoration again altered 
* the face of things. King Charles the ſecond, 
1 renewed the leaſe granted by his Father to 
4 the Earl of Monmouth's daughters; but, it 
being again almoſt expired, he granted the 
reverſion of the whole Manor, to Lawrence 
Lord Hyde, (fecond Son to Lord Chancelor 
Clarendon) whom he created Baron of Kenil- 
worth Caſtle, and Earl of Rocheſter. His 
Lordſhip died in 1711, and was ſucceeded 
in his titles and eſtate by Henry his only 
Son, who, in 1723 by the death of Edward 
third Earl of Clarendon, ſucceeded likewiſe 
to that Earldom. But he dying in 1753, 
and leaving no male iſſue; his Grand-daugh- 
ter, Lady Charlotte Capel, (by William Capel 
Earl of Eſſex and the Lady Jane Hyde his 
Wife) became, (her Mother being before 
dead) the repreſentative of the Hyde Family ; 
and purſuant to the Will of the faid Henry 
Earl of Clarendon and Rocheſter, ſhe took 
the name and arms of Hyde. Her Lady- 
ſhip in 1752 was married to the Honorable 
Thomas Villiers, ſecond ſon to the Earl of 
Jerſey ; he was in 1736 by King George the 
ſecond, created Lord Hyde of Hindon in 
the County of Wilts, and in 1776, his pre- 
ſent Majefty created him Earl of Clarendon. - 
His 
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| His Lordſhip is the preſent worthy poſſeſſor 
= of this Caſtle, and being bleſſed with a family, 
he has the pleaſing proſpe& of its long con- 
tinuing in the poſſeſſion of his poſterity. 


47 Having now traced out the hiſtory of the 
1 Caſtle, from its foundation to the preſent 
ft time, nothing farther remains, but to give 
11 a deſcription of its preſent ſtate. I mean 
| not to paint the magnificence or beauty 
4 of its ruins (that would indeed be a much 
1 properer ſubject for the pencil than the pen) 
but merely to give ſtrangers a clue, that 
may enable them to walk over the remains 
of this pile with greater ſatisfaction, from 
knowing the different parts as they go along. 
In this they will be greatly aſſiſted by the 


map, which I have annexed principally for 
that purpoſe. 
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You enter by the fide of the great Gate- 
houſe, built by Lord Leiceſter ; the wall 
and ditch formerly joined it, and you en- 
tered the Caſtle under an arched way, be- 
tween the four turrets; but on its being 
made an habitation it was walled up and 
formed into two large rooms. One of them 
is fitted up with a part of the ſpoils of Lei- 
ceſter buildings, and is worthy attention, I 
would 
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would adviſe every firanger to ſee it, an 
indulgence they will readily obtain from the 


civility of the people who live in the houſe. 
Czſar's Tower is the next building that pre- 


ſents itſelf, the north wall of which is en- 
tirely deſtroyed. It ſeemingly conſiſted of 
one vaſt room on a floor, and a variety of 
cloſets form'd in the angles of the wall ; 
apartments by no means ſuited to our modern 
ideas of comfort or conveniency. In the 
north eaſt angle there appears to have been 
a winding ſtone ſtair caſe, and in the oppoſite 
angle a large one of wood, part of the paint- 
ings on the walls are ſtill vifible. In the 
ſouth eaſt angle there is a hollow tunnel 
lined with ſtone; the Uſe of which I have 
not been able to diſcover. The wide paſ- 
ſage between this Tower and the Kitchens, 
appears to be of more modern date, Of the 
Kitchens themſelves, nothing but the traces 
of ſome foundations on the greenſword, are 
now to be ſeen. You next come to Lan- 
caſter Buildings, the three tiers of arches 
are ftill viſible ; theſe you are to aſcend 
(which the ruined ſtate of the building, and 
the rubbiſh that has fallen down, render no 


very difficult taſk) and from the top of the 


wall you have a fine view of the country, with 
the houſe and Church at Honiley in the back 
ground, 
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ground. One cannot ſtand here a moment, 
without being ſtruck with the idea of what 
a glorious proſpect this muſt have been when 
the valleys on each hand were filled with 
the tranſparent waters of the Lake, ſur- 
rounded with a beautiful variety of pleaſure 
ground, laid out in Lawns and woods. In 
coming down again, you have the Hall on 
your right hand; a noble room 86 feet 
long and 45 feet wide, well adapted to the 
hoſpitable days of our forefathers. Underneath 
the Hall, was a room of the fame dimen- 
ſions, for the domeſticks, and thoſe nume- 
rous gueſts who were not entitled to a place 
at the upper table. Towards the ſouth end 
of the Hall, on the eaſt fide, there is a large 
bow window, and oppoſite to it, a receſs, 
that probably ſerved as a kind of fide board, 
beyond which there is a fmall cloſet, which 
the common people have rediculouſly named 
Queen Elizabeth's dręſing- rom. You now come 
to. the range of apartments that formed the 
ſouth ſide of the inner court, of which there 
is nothing remaining, but the fragments of 
walls and ftair cafes, and part of two large 
bow windows, the inner one is, like thoſe 
of the Hall, hung with ivy in a very pic- 
tureſque way. Indeed the ivy that covers 
theſe: ruins, forms one of their greateſt or- 

naments ; 
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naments; the ſtems that run up againſt 
Czſar's Tower are remarkable for their height 
and fize, and there is a ſingle tree on the 
outfide wall fronting the weſt that deſerves 
attention, from the beautiful manner in 
which it ſpreads, and the quantity of wall 
that it covers. Leicefter buildings, though 
the laſt erected, ſeems likely to be the part 
that will the earlieſt fall totally to decay. 
Time has already. made great havoc with 
this noble pile, and ſome ' part or other, 
annually moulders away under his ruthleſs 
hand. But ſtill far greater have been the 
depredations cauſed by avarice. Vaſt quan- 
titics of materials have been fetched from 
hence, for the various purpoſes of building, 
repairing roads, Sc. and it is ſolely to the 
care of the prſent noble owner the Earl of 
Clarendon, that we owe what now remains. 
His Lordſhip has always been careful to 
preſerve the ruins from deſtruction, and has 
given orders to prevent the materials from 
being put to ſach ignoble Uſes ; for which 
not only the preſent, but future ages, are 
bound to return him thanks. Proceeding 
round Leiceſter buildings to the right, you 
come to the weſt front; which is the moſt 
uniform of any of the Caftle. The two hills 
you ſee, were ſmall originally, but have 


been 


1 
ll | 
if 26 The HISTORY of 
| been encreaſed, by the rubbiſh that has from 
4 ll time to time fallen down upon them. The 
, l light arch covered with ivy, leads you, 
i" through what was formerly colled the Plaiſarce, 
1 to the garden, which is modernized into an 
i orchard. Nothing now remains but the tilt 
' | yard, which formed the head of the pool ; 
1 a ſluice in the middle of it (farmerly arched 
1 over) ſerved to drain off the ſuperfluous 
a waters of the Lake, which waſhed the ſoot 
1 of the liſts on the right hand, and a wall 
1 on the leſt effectually prevented the horſes 
=_ from ſwerving on either fide in the martial 
wi exerciſes of Tilts and Tournaments that 
i uſed to be performed here. 
if | | , 1 
[| At the end of the tilt yard there is a 
1 piece of ground, ſtrongly fortified with a 
1 deep ditch and a rampart of earth, which 
4 I am led to think is the remains of King 
q Henry's camp when he befieged the Caſtle; 


| it of courſe was fortified to prevent a ſurprize 
7 from without; and has fince for the pur- 
7 poſes of Uſe or pleaſure, been connected 
| with the Caſtle by a bridge, of which you 
4 may ſee ſome traces between it and the tilt 

1 yard, 
Or 
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Or as this is merely conjecture, it may 
have been originally a part of the Cattle, 
though to what Uſe it was applied I have 
not been able to diſcover. 


From this ſpot you have a very good 
near view of the Caſtle, there is a good one 
likewiſe from the end of the meadow to the 
ſouth weſt, and another from the Hills to 
the north weſt ; but perhaps the ſpot from 
whence the Caſtle appears to the greateſt 
advantage, is on the road from Honiley to 
Warwick, where it is ſeen proudly fituated 
in the midſt of a noble wood, and appears 
*« Boſom'd high in tufted Trees,” as Shake- 
ſpear beautifully expreſles it. 
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FE C1 1.605 fucdal, read feudal ; 
P. 4. 1. 3. — inſiduous, — inſidious; 
—— — |], 6. — Lewis, — Lewes; 


P. 6. l. 3. — preceedency, — pr ecedency ; ; 

1. 18.— unintruptedly,- uninterruptedly; 

P. 7. 1. 11.— oponents, — opponents; 

P. 11. J. 13.— recption, — reception 

— |. 17. —guilding, — gilding; 

P. 13.1. 17.— of of, — of; 

P. 14. I. 13.— who, — whom ; 

——— |, 19.— ligitimacy, — legitimacy ; ; 

|. 24, — diſaprove, — diſapprove; 

P. 15.1.4. — obtain, — obtain; 

17 l. 3. — Qneen, — Queen ; 

l. 20, rediculouſly, — ridiculouſly ; 
18.— pricnt, — preſent ; 


81. 
1. 4. — colled, — called. 
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